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Abstract 

This study intends to raised awareness about the issues related to child labour in the formal 

and informal industry in Bangladesh. Child labour is now a global concern and as such 

involved devotion of people in various sectors. It tryes to present the socio economic senario 

of child labour in Bangladesh which has in recent times attracted concerted attention not only 

in Bangladesh but also all over the world. Child labour problems is a socio economic reality 

in the country which can not be ignored. Hereafter step to be taken at first to decrease child 

labour gradually rather removing it completely from the society. This study also focuses on 

the trend, impact and legislation of child labour in Bangladesh and this study an attemped to 

search out the ways by which child labour can be decreased gradually and at the end of the 

articles these ways have been presented as recommendations. 

  

Keyword Child labour, Bangladesh national law, international law 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction and Background of the study 

In Bangladesh , the majority of the people are poor and uneducated, because of scarcity of 

land. Lack of food and political unrest. In the situation peopleintend to ignored about child 

care. The large number of families and economic problems has created this miserable 

situation. About 44% of population among the total 160 million are under age of 18. This is 

reallygreat problems for mushrooming child labour in Bangladesh. According to the 

generalsense, street children are earn their living and stay at street their most of time. Child 

empowerment rates increased chronological order with age. Some of them as well as jurist 

defined the children into two groups. One group spend their lion share of time at street but 

never go to their home. On the other hand some children play, eat, sleep, make friend in the 

street but return home at night. Surprisingly there is similarity between teo groups that they 

don’t go to study.  It is quietnoticeable part in all over the Bangladesh. There are a lot of tea 

stall located besides the road specially, in rural area conducted by child worker. The other 

portion is complitely hidden from view like domestic work. On average children are working 

around 2 8 hours in a week and earn 222 taka (3 USD). The UN committe on the right of the 

child give up their opinion concerning the child labour in Bangladesh, that the children 

working minimum five worst from of work like wedding, workshops, road transport ,battery 

researching above all tobacco factories. To enrich millennium development goal child labour 

is the main and principle obstacle in Bangladesh 

. Statement of the problem 

When we hear the term “ child labour” we think perhaps of children working long hours 

under harse conditions for little pay in the gemstone or textile industry in asia or perhaps of 

children in European factories 200 years ago Europe has improved since those days and we 

want the lives of children to improve in a similar way elsewhere. There were opponents of 

factory reforms in Europe, but such there is opposition has long been discredited. Now there 

is a growing global movement to stop child labour. Superficially it seems that we must 

support such a movement wholeheartedly. This afternoon I am raising my concerns about this 

kind of discourage. While sweatshops for children in Africa are relatively rare, there are 
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many working children on the continent, The international labour organization estimates that 

there are 48 million children in sub-saharan africa who are economically active in the 10-14 

age group, represently 20-30% of children a higher percentage than anywherevalse in the 

world ( admassie 2002,255), Economic work of children often correlates with 

proverty(admassion 2002, 267), and proverty is widespread in africa. Besides, the large 

number of orphans, created principally by the AIDS epidemic, means that many children 

have to be economically active for themselves and their siblings to survives. So I am dealing 

with a global issue that is very relevant to many african countries, and mainly from african 

experians, Apart from economic activities, there are occasionally traditional institutions, 

sometimes religious, in which children become vital slaves. Demands can be made on 

children to work in the house hold , espically when time consuming work is necessary such 

as fetching firewood or water. This work can become extremely burdensome when children 

are compelled to care for sick or elderly relatives. Even when work does not prevent school 

attendance, it can have an adverse affect on school performance. So working children deserve 

our attention. When there are many children doing much work in a society, this is a symptom 

that there is something wrong that the children are not able fully to develop their potential, 

The question remain as to weather it is useful to focus attention on preventing them from 

working in a campalgn to stop child labour, or weather we could more usefully focus our 

attention elsewhere. 

                             Significant of the study 

Child labour in Bangladesh is significant with 4.7 million children aged 5 to 14 in the work 

forcein 2002-2003. Out of the child labourers engaged in the work force, 83% are employed 

in rural areas and 17% are employed in urban areas. Child labour  can be found in agriculter, 

poultry breeding, fish processing, the garment sector and the leather industry, as well as in 

shoe , production. Children are involved in jute processing, the production of candles, soap 

and furniture. They work in the salt industry, the production of asbestos, bitumen, tiles and 

ship  employement as 14. Nevertheless, the enforcement of such labour laws is virtually 

impossible in Bangladesh because 93% of child labourer are employed in the informal sector 

such as small factories and workshops, on the street, in home based businesses and domestic 

employment.  

 



6 
 

Research question 

How effective is the legal framework in reducing child labour in Bangladesh? 

Objectives of the study 

Objectives of this thesis is to address the lacking which is remain on the existing legal 

frameworks by analyzed the national legal framework on protection against child labour. 

Also, it will try to find out the causation behind the lack of implication of these legal frame 

works on reducing child labour from the society. However it will also try to fulfill the gap of 

others authors works in this fields, Further, it will set mechanism in terms of protecting child 

labour with the compliance of international standard for child labour. Moreover, this thesis 

may help the policy maker to find out their loopholes on the existing legal framework in 

compliance with the international standard.Also this thesis may pay attention to the policy 

makers to address this issue by reforming the existing ambiguity on the legislation for child 

labour. In addition, this thesis will contribute to the society in terms of curtail the child labour 

gradually from the society. Finally, it will create a way forward towards the reducing of child 

labour from the society of Bangladesh. 

Methodology 

The Methodology outlined in model presents an objective approach, at least quantitatively, to 

estimate child labour from the GS16 data set. However,there are many qualitative issues that 

determine how child labour is defined today. To arrive at the overall picture of child labour in 

the district, qualitative approach must be used to complement the quantitative research, of 

which GS16 is part. This is particularly true for the worst from of child labour that are 

targeted for immediate elemination, such as child exploitation through child prostitution, 

child use in armed conflict, and child use in illicit trafficking, such as drug trafficking. It is 

therefore possible to find a child who is classified as being engaged in child labour, who does 

not meet the minimum conditions of child labour ie I1 hour per week. Dangerous work is 

danderous to the life, learning and development of the child often it doesnot matter how long 

or how short the engagement period can be. Estimating light work was not necessary because 

it was belived that the long hours cut offs take the concept of light work into account. The 

quality of the reasult on the progession of education will depend largely on the quality of the 
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data given on the questions used in the weather there is a case of conditional worst from of 

child labour in relation to the total number of hours worked. As set out in sectoral 

determination 8 for farm workers. The basic guide to child labour for children working in 

agriculture sets an upper cut off limit of 35 hours per week. This has been incorporated into 

the equation whenever agriculture is the activity under consideration.  

Literature Review 

Linn Holmstrom
1
 discussed in her thesis about the child labour of garment industry in 

Bangladesh 
2
. What are the causes of child labour creation, international and national 

legislation are effective or not and what are the lacuna of national legislation for partly 

ineffective. She also identifies how national legislation is strongly effective on the 

government industry, highlighting the importance of international responsibilities and 

pressure. It emphasized the need for harmonising national initiatives with global benchmarks 

and promoting cooperation between government and civil society. Also provides valuables 

knowledge for policy decisions and advocacy initiatives. However, author did not discuss 

about any other industry other than germents industries child labour situation. Firstly author 

gives a general statistic  of child labour in Bangladesh then she highlights the statistics of 

garments industry. After than, in the part of garments industry author need to do data analysis 

on other industry also. I agree with author that the international legislation is appropriate for 

the reduction of child labour but also this things need to properly apply in the national 

legislation. Because of small lacuna in nation legislation many industry took the advantage of 

this lacuna. After a time this things turn into a great problems and the perposes of this 

legislation are failed. Examination the factors that impact the child labour free status of 

Bangladesh textile industry, highlighting the importance of worldwide initiatives to eradicate 

child labour are important. Emadul islam , khaled Mahmud and Naziza Rahman writr a 

Article about the situation of domestic child labour in Bangladesh. The authors examined the 

present status of domestic child labour and the view of child specialists on the subject in light 

of the new ILO standards for decent work for domestic worker. Fifteen child specialist from 

five separate groups and one hundred twenty child domestic worker from five different area 

of Dhaka city were also included in the analysis. The writers have used qualitative and 

quantitative approaches. Since 79.2% of these children do not have the opportunity for formal 

                                                           
1
Emdadul islam, Khaled Mahmud, situation of child demostic workers in Bangladeshby situation of child 

demostic worker in Bangladesh(january1, 2013)  
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instruction education, it is clear that their level of education is very low. Research shows that 

a significant majority of child domestic workers (75.83 %) are motivated to further their 

education. While 21.7% of CDWs had rest periods of 3-4 hours, 73.3% of people did not 

receive a full day off during the week. Unsettlingly, 19.2% did not have the opportunity to 

take breaks during the day. However authors discussed only the domestic child labour in 

Bangladesh. Also author do fieldwork on the Dhaka city only which does not cover the actual 

scenario because the numbers of child labour are large in rural areas. Also authors focus on 

the international framework through rather than national framework. On the other hand on 

this thesis I will discuss about the causes on child labour in entire Bangladesh not only some 

region only. Also discussed about the national and international framework which is related 

with child labour in Bangladesh.  

Conclusion 

Bangladesh has achived some progress in combating child labour, there are still signifant 

obstacles to overcome.For change to stick, it needs a miltipronged strategy that incorporates 

new laws, better econimics , better education , stricter enforcement , and more international 

cooperation. Achieving long-term protection against child labour in Bangladesh would 

require constant assessment and strategy adaption in response to changing socioeconomic 

conditions. Child labour in Bangladesh not only has immediate physical and psychological 

consequences for childern but also hinders their long-term development and perpetuates 

cycles of poverty and exploitation . Addessing child labour requires comprehensive 

interventions that prioritize children rights, provide asses to quality education and safe 

working conditions, and promote sustainable economic opprtunities for families. 

 

                                  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
 2

 Seema Roy vs State ( Govt Of Nct Delhi ) & Anr on 4 September, 2015. 
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Chapter 2 

Concept and definition 

Definition of child 

A child can be defined as a human being who is in the stage of life between birth and 

adolescence. In legal terms, a child tripically repares to an individual who is considered a 

minor or someone who is younger than the age of majority. According to oxford dictionaries, 

a child is a juvenile human who has not yet reached full adulthood. According to the 

cambridge dictionary, a child is described as a human being from birth until they reach the 

age of legal adulthood. According to the cambridge dictionary, a child is described as a 

human being from birth until they reach the age ofb legal adulthood Any person who does not 

yet attain the age of majority as established by appliocable domestic law is considered to be 

18 years. Anyone under the age of 14 is considered a child under the Bangladesh labour Act 

2006
3
. Section 2 (63). Furthermore, according to the childrens Act of 2013. Section 4 defines 

a kids as anyone who is under the age of 18 years. According to the constitutions of 

Bangladesh, A kids is defined as any girl or boy who is bellow the age of sixteen years. In 

summary, a child can be defined as an individual, whose age falls between 14 to 18., 

excluding those who have reached proverty. A table given bellow which demonstrate the 

differentiation in minimum ages in various  legislative enactments 

Acts/ ordinances                                   Age below which a person is deemed a 

child                                   

. The Majority Acts, 1875                                                18 years 

. The Mines Act, 1923                                                   15 years 

. The children(pledging of labour) Act, 1933                             15 years 

. The employement of children Act,1938                                 12 to 15 years 

. The  tea plantations labour ordinance, 1962                            15 years 

. The factories Act, 1965                                                14 years 

. The shops and Establishment Act, 1965                                12 years 

Meaning of child labour 
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The international labour organization defines child labour as any kind of employement that  

abuses children in spite of their youth, degrades their human dignity, and hampers their 

physical and mental growth. Child labour as defined by UNICEF refers to employment that 

violates the minimal number of hours allowed taking into account the child age and the 

nature of the work. A minimum of one hour of economic labour or twenty four hours 

domestics labour per week is required of children between the ages of five and eleven. On the 

other hand, children and tenages between the ages of 12 and 14 must labour at least 14 hours 

per week in economic activities or 28 hours per week in household activities. The terms “ 

child labour” describes a situation in which a minor works at least 43 hours aweek on 

economic or household duties. In order to resolve the problems of inconsistent regulations 

and the absence of a unified age system, the Bangladesh labour Act, 2006 consolidated and 

repealed all prior labour laws. A person is defined as a child if they are under the age of 14. 

Anyone between the ages of 14 and 18 is considered an adolescent under the Bangladesh 

labour Act, 2006. In order for a teenager to be employed in a factory, they must possess a 

certificate while working. Section 44 provides that a 12 years old child can be employed so 

long as his health and education are not negatively affected by the job.  

Causes of child labour  

Child labour in Bangladesh is primarily driven by several interconnected issues that originate 

with the countrys socioeconomic context, including widespered proverty, fast population 

increase, especially among disadvantage kids, and limited availabity of high quality basic 

education. A signnature number of parents residing in rural regions still hold the belief that 

providing females with a general education is unsuitable. Due to employers inadequate 

compliance with labour rules and their desire to maximise profits, there is a lack of 

understanding regarding the potential long terms consequences of child labour and 

unrestricted access to the job market.  

Proverty 

The general consensus is that proverty is the predominant factor contributing to child labour. 

Children from economically disadvantages backgrounds frequently depend on child labour as 

a means to enhance their prospects of obtaining necessities for themselves and their family, 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
3
 The children(pledging of labour) Act, 1933                              



11 
 

based on data collectionby the united nations in 2005, almost 25% of the global population 

resides in circumstances categories as extreme proverty.  

Over population 

Child labour is prevalent in the country for a wide range of socio economic reasons, including 

over population which in turn creates complex web to situation that forces youngster into the 

work force. Over population increses these problems by imposing pressure on resources and 

opportunities, resulting in increased competition for employment and economic difficulties 

for families. Consequently children from disadvantage households may feel obliged to 

engage in labour in order to augment their family income or sustain themselves, althrough 

overpopulation plays a role in the occurrence of child labour in Bangladesh, it is crucial to 

acknowledge the indipendence of several socio economic elements that contribute to this 

issue. 

Lack of education 

An important consequence of child labour is the absence of a formal education. According to 

a research by the united nation the annual cost of ensuring adequate education for all children 

worldwide is estimated to be between $10 and$30 billions. This amount represent between 

0.7% and 2.0% of the current global military expenditures. Children who are prohibited from 

attending school due to their parents occupation are less inclinedto achived academic success, 

According to 2010 evaluation conducted by UNICEF, more than 50% of the child labour 

forces in Bangladesh were not attending any educational institutions. In addition 6.8% of 

school age children between the ages of 7 and 14 were employed outside of their homes, 

When youngster participate in the labour force, it detrimentally impacts their academic 

performance in school. Althrough many children would be eager to occusionally exploit the 

fact that education is provided at no cost, they are simply unable to do so.  

Absence 0f compulsory education 

The lack of mandatory education in Bangladesh greatly adds to the high incidence of child 

labour in the country. In the absence of a strong and effective system that requires and 

guarantees equal assess to high quality education, numerous youngsters are left without an 

opportunity for work. The lack of sufficient educational opportunities contributes to the 
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continuation of a proverty cycle, as youngsters from underpriviledged homes are frequently 

compelled to engage in labour to assist thrir families or supplement household earnings. 

Moreover, the absence of education possibilities denies children the crucial skills and 

knowledge necessary to escape the cycle of proverty and participate in more significant and 

enduring from of employment in the future. Mandatory schooling serve as a safeguard against 

child labour by equipping future.The lack of it not only threatens  the rights of children but 

also impedes the long term socio economic development of Bangladesh. 

Illiteracy 

 According to UNESCO, the literacy rate among adult in Bangladesh is 72.76% despite 

having a higher literacy rate among men ( 75.7% vs 70.09) Banngladesh
4
 still has the worlds 

lowest illiteracy rate of 56.7%. In comparison to its neighboring countries, Bangladesh also 

has a much higher literacy rate of 116.1. Consequently, a greater proportion of the population 

is able to read and write. Some parents who lack literacy skills may not fully grasp the 

singnificance nurturing a childs intellect physical well being, and spiritual growth. Due to 

their own lack of education, they fail to comprehend the importance of providing their own 

lack of education, they fail to comprehend the importance of providing their children with an 

education. 

                                          

                                                           

1. 4 M.C Mehta vs State Of tamil Nadu and Other on 10 December,1996.  

2.  
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CHAPTER 4 

Protection 

Chila labour is a challenging and worthy task and requires financial, moral and political 

support from all the levels of the society. In reality, child labor can`tbe virtually removed 

from a country such as Bangladesh just now because the problem of child labor child is 

indissolubly rooted in our society so attempts have to be made in the first place to decresed it. 

Povery is the core reason behind child labor as it drives children to involve in employment in 

order to fight aginst starvation as well as to supplement the family income, So effective 

solutions to child labor mest be based on the reduction of chronic poverty through broad 

based economic and social development, with a strong emphasis on human resource 

development. As such, my contention is that with a view to elimination or decreasing child 

labor, along with poverty eradication, child centered educative sensitivity and awareness at 

political, community and family level essential. Take the case of child-centered educative 

sensitivity at first. To create such kind of sensitivity educated parents educated family 

members and educated cummunity has to be made and they will actually play an important 

rule in the progressive elimination of child labour. In this regard existing seciology process 

should be in mind. Schooling process has to be change and upgrade curriculam to be 

introduced inclusive of basic idea regrding child labour. Beside that to make education 

effective, arresment should be made in the excepted modyfied curriculam around vocational 

training that would inable student to achive an employment quecly and easyly after finishing 

schooling period. Than take the case of awareness rising. Education makes a person more 

conscious then in any other ways. Inclosing of knowledge about child labour in school 

curriculam may also be used as an methods of awareness bolding. At the same time 

government and other non government organization may make people aware through 

distribution lifted among the common mass showing advertisement move and short flims on 

the televition. Income generation and employment creation adults help to reduct proverty 

which leads to besides proverty elimination child centered educative sensivity and awareness 

rasing effective solution of child labour problem in the rural areas employment opportunity in 

various sectors has to be created to that the villagers are not inclined  to go to urban areas for 

seaking employment which virtually many and case land them into insecurity established and 

proverty actual this urbanization and migration land migraeted people to send their children 



16 
 

to work in other to free themselves from the unavoidable of the urban life. Some issues and 

regurds child legislation are necessary to be pointed out. Policy and legal instruments dealing 

with other issues such gendar- based violence and child labor are often nerrow in focus and 

do not address the best interests of children experiencing violence. Laws against child labor 

are applicable only to the formal economic sectors. But most children who work in the 

informal sector, such as small factories, workshops, motor garage, shops, agriculture or 

domestic work, are not regulated by law nor are these establishments monitored by any 

government agency. Again, legislation concerning child labor is proper from the context of 

prohibiting it but is improper for not implementing the concerned laws. For this reason 

enforcement procedures has to be strengthened and law enforcement agencies have to be free 

from any influence. The old archaic laws have to be excluded and according to the changing 

socil economic circumstances new laws covering the informal sectors not embraced in the 

Act at the present time have to be passed. In case of changing the domerstic laws government 

forum. Based on its constitutional obligation and its commitment to international standards 

on children ( CRC and the worst Forms of child labor ILO Convention No.182), it is obvious 

that the government will need to take the lead pursuing child labor elimination goals, in order 

to meets it long-term development needs. The most important recommendations are 

establishment of an inter-ministerial Nation Taskforce on Child labor and Education, a 

review and effective implementation of the Labor Act (2006 ) and the urgent need to increase 

the capacity of the recently established Child Labor Unit and to ensure that the unit can bear 

its responsibility and function effectively. Bangladesh is obliged under both national and 

international 1aw to protect and promote the rights and interest of children. The constitution 

of Bangladesh and the childrens Act, 1974 guarantees basic and fundamental human rights 

and ensures affirmative action for children. These rights are the guiding principles for 

formulating policies and laws relating to child development. In conclusion, we earnestly hope 

that as Bangladesh is one of the earliest signatories of the convention on the rights of the 

child, therefore these initiatives will be widespread and the affluent, elite countries and 

international organizations will come forward to help our government and NGOs not only in 

case of financial assistance but also in the actual performance of the field level work. 
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Chapter 5 

Child right in Bangladesh 

Constitutional prevention for child right in Bangladesh 

The constitution of Bangladesh includes provisions safeguarding the rights of children, 

including the right to education, healthcare and protection from exploitation. 

Law and legislation 

Bangladesh has enacted several laws specifically focuses on protecting children, such as: ,  

The children Act (2013): This comprehensive law addresses various aspects of childrens 

rights and protection including child labor, trafficking and abuse. 

The domestic violance (prevention and protection) Act(2010):  

provides protection to children against domestic violence. 

The penal code(1860):  

Includes provisions related to offences against children, such as abduction, kidnapping and 

sexual abuse. 

The prevention of child marriage Act(2017):  

Aims to prevent child marriages and protect the rights of children, particularly girls. 

The suppression of immoral traffic Act(1933)
5
:  

Addresses trafficking of children for sexual exploitation. 

 

                                                           
5
 The suppression of immoral traffic Act(1933) 
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National policies and programs: 

Bangladesh has formulated national policies programs focusing on child welfare and 

development. These policies often address issues such as education, healthcare, nutrion and 

protection from exploitation. 

Government institutions and agencies 

Several government agencies are responsible for implementing and enforcing laws related to 

child protection. These include the ministry of women and children affairs ministry of 

education and the department of labour. 

International commitments 

Bangladesh is a signatory to various international conventions and treates related to childrens 

rights, including the convention on the rights of the children. The government is obliged to 

uphold the principles outlines in these convention and intregrate them into domestic laws and 

policies. 

Civil society and NGOs 

Non governmental organizations and civil society groups play a significant role in 

complimenting government efforts to protect children. They often provide services such as 

education, healthcare, shelter and legal assistance to vulnerable children. Despite these 

efforts, challenges remain, including poverty, inadequate access to education, healthcare, 

child labour, child marriage and trafficking, continuous efforts from both the government and 

civil society are essential to address these challenges and ensure the effective protection of 

childrens rights in Bangladesh.  

In Bangladesh the protection of children is a paramount concern, reflecting the nations 

commitments to ensuring the well being and rights of its youngest citizens. While the country 

lacks a singular “ child protection Act” a comprehensive framework of laws, policies and 

initiatives collectively addresses various aspects of child welfare. 
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The children Act, 2013 

The children Act 2013 stands as a cornerstone in Bangladeshs efforts to protect its children. 

Enacted to safeguard childrens rights and well beings, this legislations addeesses a wide array 

of issues, including child labor, trafficking and abuse. It emphasized the esstablishment of 

special courts for expenditious trial of offences against children, highlighting the 

governments dedication to swift justice for juvenile victims.  

Moreover, another critical piece of legislation is The prevention og child marriage Act, 2017 

designed to curb the practice of child merriage, particularlyprevalent in rural areas, this Act 

set the legal age of marriage at 18 for females and 21 for males. By criminalizing child 

marriages and imposing penalties on offenders, the law aims to shield vulnerable children, 

especially girls, from the adverse consequences of early marriage, such as limited education 

opportunities and increased health risks.  

On top of that, addressing the scourge of domestic violence, The domestic violence ( 

prevention and protection) Act 2010 play a crucial role in safeguarding children within the 

family unit. While primarily focuses on protecting women this Act extends protection to 

children shielding them from physical emotional and psychological harm perpetrated within 

the household. By recognizing the interconnectedness of familiar violence and its impact on 

children, the law underscores the need for comprehensive protection mechanisms. 

Furthermore, The suppression of immoral Trarric Act, 1933 and penal code, 1860 contain 

provisions pertinent to child protection. These laws combat the heinous crimes of child 

trafficking, abduction and sexual abuse, ensuring perpetrators face severe penalties for 

exploiting innocent children. Despite the legislative strides, challenges persist in translating 

legal provisions into tangible protection on the Ground. Socio economic disparities, 

inadequate resources and cultural practices continue to pose hurdles in effectively 

safegurding childrens rights. 

Additionally, the fragmented nature of the legal framework necessitates cohesive 

coordination among government agencies, civil society organizations and communities to 

ensure efforts to address the comprehensive protection for all children. 
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In conclusion, Bangladesh commitment to child protection is reflected in its commitment to 

child protection is reflected in its robust legal framework and concerted efforts to address the 

multifaceted challenges facing legal framework and concerted challenges facing its youth. 

While legislative measures provide a solid foundation, sustained action, collaboration and 

resource allocation are imperative to translate legal provisions into meaningful protection, 

nurturing a future where every child can thrive and realize their full potential. 

Convention on the right of child and Bangladesh senario 

In 1989, world leaders made a historic commitments to the worlds children by adopting the 

united nations convention on the rights of child an international agreement on childhood. Its 

become the most widely ratified human rights treaty in history and has helped transform 

childrens lives around yhe world. But still not every children gets to enjoy a full childhood. 

Still, too many childhoods are cut short. It is up to our generation to demand that leaders from 

government, business and communityes fulfil their commitments and take action for rights 

now, once and for all. They must commit to making sure every child, has every right. 

Bangladesh which ratified the international convention on the rights of child in August 1990, 

has comitted itself to respect, defend, and promote the rights of Bangladeshi children. Yet, 

despite its promise, the country faces serious problems that are currently hindering children 

from accessing the full enjoyment of their rights. More than 60 Million children live in 

Bangladesh half of them grow up in the most object proverty.  

Proverty, which affects a large majority of young Bangladeshi and the result of a high 

unemployment rate, has severe repercussions on childrens access to: A health services, an 

education, sufficient financial resources to overcome this proverty etc. 

Health 

The children malnutrition rate remains troubling in Bangladesh. Its mainly affects poor 

families who don’t have the means to easily feed themselves. Additionally, severe weather ( 

floods, natural disasters, etc) of which some families in rural areas are victims, has 

compromised their food security. Waterborne diseases also remain serious. In fact, because 

drinkable water is rare and sanitation systems are inadequate, Bangladeshi children often 

suffer from diarrhoea. Whats more, a large number of parents forgetto wash their hands 

leading to the spread of bacteria. 
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Regarding vaccinations, a large majority of children between ages 1 and 2 have been 

vaccinated. On the other hand, due to a lack of support from medical services in remote 

regions of the country, families stop having their children vaccibated.  

Infant mortality 

Although the mortality rate for those less than 5 years old has considerably diminished, it still 

remains troubling. For lack of means, mothers don’t know where to turn when they 

needassistance. In fact, the country seriously lacks paediatric services and qualified 

personnel. Additionally, information about birth given to young women is almost non 

existent. Very often, they don’t know, for example, that their baby needs to breastfeed 

immediately or that they need to keep them warm. This problem can be easily solved if local 

authorities develop health services and train more hospital personnel.  

Right to identity 

Bangladesh parents rarely report the birth of their child to authorities. Yet, without a birth 

certificate, a childs right to identity is not respected. In fact, they are not recognized as full 

fledged members of society and can,t exercise their rights.From then on they appears 

invisible in the eye of the community. Also, unregistered children are not protected from 

abuse, such as forced labour, prostitution, early marriage, smuggling and trafficking etc. 

Therefore, it is essential than the Bangladeshi government undertake to automate the birth 

registration system and the delivery of birth certificates.  

Right to education 

In Bangladesh education is free, and it is mandatory for children between 6 and 10 to attend 

school. However child labourers handicapped children, native children, etc. Only rarely have 

access to education. Their right to education is not respected. This is also true for children 

from poor communities ( especially boys) who must often abandon their education to be able 

to help their family financially. The quality of education is not very good because a third of 

professors theach without a diploma. Additionally, infrastructures are outdated: the lack of 

separate sanitary facilities for girls, the lack of ventilation and lighting etc. 
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Also, the abuse some children face in the school setting remains widesperead. In fact, studies 

have shown that children were physically abused by their teacher and that girls were often 

sexually harrassed at school or on their way to school. 

Child abuse 

Bangladeshi children, in public and private establishments as well as in their famillies,  

undergo different froms of violence and negligence. In school, for example, teachers often 

mistreat their students. The police are also known for their use of force, even towards 

juvenile ofenders. In Bangladesh, corporal punishment and degrating treatments are the norm 

because they are allowed by law and society.  

Child marriage 

Although illegal, child marriage remains a widespread practice in Bangladesh. In fact a third 

of young Bangladeshi girls are married before the age of 15.  

Custom requires that the family of the bride pay a sum of money to the family of the groom. 

Sometimes instalments arepaid after the marriage. The danger is that in case of non payment, 

the young girl risks being abused.  

Child marriages have negative repercussions on their health, development, and the full 

exercise of their rights. Married at an early agr, younggirls have limited social interaction 

because they have abandoned their education. Whats more, they risk early pregnancy, which 

can have dangerous consequences on their health and the health of the child. 

Legislative measues and information campaigns must be implemented so that Bangladesh 

can, on one hand, forbid these traditional damaging practices, and on the other hand, inf0rm 

communitied about the dangers that these customs generate. 

Child labour 

Because of extreme proverty, families are often forced to make their children work. They are 

generally employed in construction, battery recycling, road transport, car repair shops, 

tobacco fatories. Uneducated, these children grow up in miserable conditions: long work 

hours, low salary, no food, etc. Additionally, they face risks associated with prostitution, 
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discrimination, abus, etc. 

Bangladesh is also confronted with the situation of young boy jockeys
6
. They are sent to the 

middle east where they are employed in camel races as jockeys. Their diet is often restricted 

so that they don’t gain weight. Additionally, they are often subject sentenced by an ordinary 

courted to physical and sexual abuse.  

Juvenile justice 

In Bangladesh, juvenile offenders arefrequently mistreated while in custody. Whats more, 

there are juvenile courts, but often children are sentenced by an ordinary court. Likewise, 

detention centers for juvenile offenders have been developed, but children are usually 

imprisoned with adults. 
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 State vs. Samsuddin on 5 december 2020 
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Chapter 6 

Concluding remarks 

Recommendation 

Based on the analysis of the study findings, following recommendations are being made for 

consideration: 

1. Initiative needs to be taken to undertake new national child labour servey in order to 

get updated data on child labour. The servey methodology should be designed in such 

a way so that location and sector wise dender segregated data are made available. 

2. Strong effort is required by the for making sure that adequate amount of budget is 

allocated in the eight five years plan following by national fiscal budge 2020-2021 

foor smooth implimentation of the revised NAP on child labour. 

3. Strong effort is required by the concerned ministries/ departments to enforce child 

labour related laws at all levels
7
.  

4. Efforts are required to make nrcessary arrangements to ensure child labour monitoring 

in the major informal hazardous sectors. 

5. Strong effort will be required to ensure child labour monitoring at divisional, district 

and upazila level by the designated committees. The committess should be equipped 

with adequate human and logistic support.  

6. List of hazardous work for children needs to be revised incorporating child domestic 

work and other commonly known hazardous sectors. 

 

                                                           
7 M.C Mehta vs State Of tamil Nadu and Other on 10 December,1996.  
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Conclusion 

 Child labour remains to be a widespread problem in developing nations, and Bangladesh is 

not an exception . The efficacy of legislative measures and international accords aimed at 

addressing child labour is still a subject of debate, despite their extensive implementation. 

This thesis has examined the efficacy of the legal framework in Bangladesh regarding child 

labour, using empirical investigations, focused field research, and an assesment of 

recommendations from Stakeholders in this field. 

Bangladesh has formally approved several international agrewments that are intended to 

eliminate child labour, such as the ILO minimum age convention 1973(no.138) and the worst 

from of child labour convention 1999(no.182) within ihe country, the main laws are the 

labour Act of 2006 and the children Act of 2013. These laws establish the lowest age at 

which someone can work and completely forbid any kind of dangerous work for individuals 

under 18 years old.  

However, the problem of child work is there and has become deeply ingrained in the 

dynamics of the economy, society, and education. The legal enforcement mechanisms suffer 

from serve underfounding and inadequate staffing. For example, the quantity of labour 

inspectors and resources assigned to police child labour rules in various industries, especially 

in formal sectors like agriculture and domestic work, is severaly insufficient. As a result, the 

enforcement of these regulations is mostly ineffectual, with a significant lack of adherence.  

Empirical evidence suggests that there is a discrepancy between the legislative frameworks 

and the actual execution in practice, research and surveys undertaken in both urban and rural 

areas of Bangladesh indicate that a substantial proportion of children between the age of 5 

and 14 are involved in labourthat is frequently dangerous. Law enforcement is inconsistent 

and frequently impacted by regional socio economic circumstances. Furthermore, the 

presence of curruption and a dearth of political determination impede the implementation of 

child labour legislation. 

Furthermore, social conventions and economic imperatives compel youngsters to enter the 

labour force. Numerous families depend on the earnings produced by their children in order 

to fulfill essential survival requirements, therefore giving more importance to immrdiate 
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economic advantages rather than long term educational benefits. According to the findings, 

there are numerous specific recommendations that are crucial for improving the efficiency of 

the legal system in reducing child labour in Bangladesh
8
. To begin with augment the quantity 

of labour inspectors and bolster their proficiency through consistent training and sufficient 

financial resources. Priority should be placed on high risk sectors, including agruculture, 

shipbreaking, and home based industries. In additional, establish community monitoring 

systems in which local stakeholders, such as community leaders and non governmental 

organizations and local government units activity engage in monitoring and reporting 

instances of child  

                                             

 

 

                                      

                                                           
8 Dr. Khan Borhan uddin, Hoque Quazi Mahfuzul Supan, compendium of the laws os 

Bangladesh; Dhaka,  June 2002,pp 
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